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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: Claim 14 uses the phrase "Computer-readable medium" 
however the phrase lack proper antecedent basis from instant disclosure. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 23 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential elements, such omission amounting to a gap between 
the elements. See MPEP § 2172.01 . The omitted elements are: The claims are 
directed to computing device which is hardware however, the language of the claim only 
recites software components. Thus the claims need to recite the hardware components 
which interact with the computer device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or.any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 
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Claims 23 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claims are directed to a computing device 
system however the component of these claims consists of only software application 
that facilitate message handling for the computing device. Thus the claims are rejected 
for been implement in software per se. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Koponen etal (Koponen), U. S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0235503 A1 . 



Regarding claim 1, Koponen discloses in a computing device, a method comprising: 
receiving a message at a message-handling mechanism that is configured to present 
message data to users (see e.g. paragraphs [0029], [0030] and [0031]; SMS messaging 
centre is utilized for handling messages directed to mobile device users); providing the 
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message to a set of at least one rule client (see e.g. paragraphs 35-37; incoming 
messages are evaluated based on predefined rules); and receiving data from the rule 
client that instructs the message-handling mechanism to take an action with respect to 
the message (see e.g. paragraphs [0039] and [0040]; actions are performed on the 
messages based on stored rules). 

Regarding claim 2, Koponen discloses wherein receiving a message comprises 
receiving a message in an SMS format (see e.g. paragraph [0019]). 

Regarding claim 3, Koponen discloses wherein receiving a message comprises 
receiving a message formatted according to a protocol, the protocol belonging to a set 
containing IMAP4, POP3, ActiveSync, Instant Messaging and MMS (see e.g. 
paragraphs [0021] and [0032]). 

Regarding claim 4, Koponen discloses wherein providing the message comprises 
calling the rule client on a defined interface (see e.g. paragraph [0020]). 

Regarding claim 5, Koponen discloses wherein receiving data from the rule client 
comprises receiving data indicating that the message is to be discontinued, and further 
comprising, deleting the message (see .e.g. paragraph [0039]). 

Regarding claim 6, Koponen discloses wherein receiving data from the rule client 
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comprises receiving data indicating that the message may be provided to other rule 
clients, and further comprising, determining whether at least one other rule client is 
present, and if so, providing the message to another rule client (see e.g. paragraphs 
[0031] and [0037]). 

Regarding claim 7, Koponen discloses wherein no other rule client is present, and 
further comprising, storing the message for display in a user interface corresponding to 
the message-handling mechanism (see e.g. paragraph [0032]). 

Regarding claim 8, Koponen discloses wherein the data from the rule client indicating 
that the message may be provided to other rule clients comprises information indicating 
that the rule client was not interested in handling the message (see e.g. paragraphs 
[0031] and [0037]). 

Regarding claim 9, Koponen discloses wherein the data from the rule client indicating 
that the message may be provided to other rule clients comprises information indicating 
that the rule client handled the message (see e.g. paragraphs [0020] and [0036]). 

Regarding claim 10, Koponen discloses wherein providing the message comprises, 
making a copy of the message, and providing the copy to the rule client (see e.g. 
paragraph [0038]). 
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Regarding claim 11, Koponen discloses wherein providing the message comprises 
setting a flag associated with the message at an inbox program, calling a message 
storing component, detecting the flag at the message storing component, and calling 
the rule client from the message storing component (see e.g. paragraph [0040]). 

Regarding claim 12, Koponen discloses further comprising, receiving the message at a 
rule client and communicating information from that message to a program that is 
distinct from the message-handling mechanism (see e.g. paragraphs [0031] and 
[0037]). 

Regarding claim 13, Koponen discloses further comprising returning the data from the 
rule client to the message-handling mechanism (see e.g. paragraph [0032]). 

Regarding claim 14, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed (see claim 1 
above). 

Regarding claim 15., Koponen discloses in a computing device, a method comprising: 
providing a rule client, the rule client coupled to receive messages from a message- 
handling mechanism that presents message data to users (see e.g. paragraphs 
[0029],[0030] and [0031]; SMS messaging centre is utilized for handling messages 
directed to mobile device users); providing information corresponding to the message to 
a program that is distinct from the message-handling mechanism (see e.g. paragraphs 
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35-37; incoming messages are evaluated based on predefined rules); and returning a 
response to the message-handling mechanism, the response including data that 
instructs the message handling mechanism as to further processing of the message 
(see e.g. paragraphs [0039] and [0040]; actions are performed on the messages based 
on stored rules). 

Regarding claim 16, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed (see claim 5 
above). 

Regarding claim 17, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed (see claim 4 
above). 

Regarding claim 18, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed (see claim 
13 above). 

Regarding claim 19, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed (see claim 5 
above). 

Regarding claim 10, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed (see claim 
12 above). 



Regarding claim 21, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed (see claim 
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10 above). 

Regarding claim 22, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed (see claim 
15 above). 

Claim 23 list all the same elements of claim 1 , but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 1 applies equally as 
well to claim 23. 



Regarding claim 24, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed (see claim 5 
above). 

Regarding claim 25, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed (see claim 7 
above). 

Regarding claim 26, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed (see claim 8 
above). 

Claim 27 list all the same elements of claim 15, but in computing device process form 
rather than method form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 15 
applies equally as well to claim 23. 
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Regarding claim 28, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed (see claim 7 
above). 

Prior Art of Record 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Please refer to form PTO-892 (Notice of Reference Cited) for a 
list of relevant prior art. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohamed Ibrahim whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1 132. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30AM 
to 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William C. Vaughn, Jr. can be reached on 571-272-3922. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




